Document 9.8: Excerpts from “Political Mobilization for the War of Resistance,” a
lecture by Mao Zedong, May 1938
From “On Protracted War,” a series of lectures Mao Zedong delivered between May 26 and
June 3, 1938 at the Yan’an Association for the Study of War of Resistance Against Japan.
A national revolutionary war as great as ours cannot be won without extensive and
thoroughgoing political mobilization. Before the anti-Japanese war there was no political
mobilization for resistance to Japan, and this was a great drawback, as a result of which
China has already lost a move to the enemy. After the war began, political mobilization
was very far from extensive, let alone thoroughgoing. It was the enemy's gunfire and the
bombs dropped by enemy airplanes that brought news of the war to the great majority of
the people. That was also a kind of mobilization, but it was done for us by the enemy, we
did not do it ourselves. Even now the people in the remoter regions beyond the noise of
the guns are carrying on quietly as usual. This situation must change, or otherwise we
cannot win in our life-and-death struggle. We must never lose another move to the
enemy; on the contrary, we must make full use of this move, political mobilization, to get
the better of him. This move is crucial; it is indeed of primary importance, while our
inferiority in weapons and other things is only secondary. The mobilization of the
common people throughout the country will create a vast sea in which to drown the
enemy, create the conditions that will make up for our inferiority in arms and other
things, and create the prerequisites for overcoming every difficulty in the war. To win
victory, we must persevere in the War of Resistance, in the united front and in the
protracted war. But all these are inseparable from the mobilization of the common
people. To wish for victory and yet neglect political mobilization is like wishing to “go
south by driving the chariot north,”1 and the result would inevitably be to forfeit victory.
What does political mobilization mean? First, it means telling the army and the people
about the political aim of the war. It is necessary for every soldier and civilian to see why
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This is a traditional Chinese proverb.
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the war must be fought and how it concerns him. The political aim of the war is “to drive
out Japanese imperialism and build a new China of freedom and equality”; we must
proclaim this aim to everybody, to all soldiers and civilians, before we can create an antiJapanese upsurge and unite hundreds of millions as one man to contribute their all to the
war.
Secondly, it is not enough merely to explain the aim to them; the steps and policies for its
attainment must also be given, that is, there must be a political program. We already have
the Ten-Point Program for Resisting Japan and Saving the Nation and also the Program
of Armed Resistance and National Reconstruction; we should popularize both of them in
the army and among the people and mobilize everyone to carry them out. Without a
clear-cut, concrete political program it is impossible to mobilize all the armed forces and
the whole people to carry the war against Japan through to the end.
Thirdly, how should we mobilize them? By word of mouth, by leaflets and bulletins, by
newspapers, books and pamphlets, through plays and films, through schools, through the
mass organizations and through our cadres. What has been done so far in the
Guomindang areas is only a drop in the ocean, and moreover it has been done in a
manner ill-suited to the people's tastes and in a spirit uncongenial to them; this must be
drastically changed. Fourthly, to mobilize once is not enough; political mobilization for
the War of Resistance must be continuous. Our job is not to recite our political program
to the people, for nobody will listen to such recitations; we must link the political
mobilization for the war with developments in the war and with the life of the soldiers
and the people, and make it a continuous movement. This is a matter of immense
importance on which our victory in the war primarily depends….
The richest source of power to wage war lies in the masses of the people. It is mainly
because of the unorganized state of the Chinese masses that Japan dares to bully us.
When this defect is remedied, then the Japanese aggressor, like a mad bull crashing into a
ring of flames, will be surrounded by hundreds of millions of our people standing upright,
the mere sound of their voices will strike terror into him, and he will be burned to death.
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China's armies must have an uninterrupted flow of reinforcements, and the abuses of
press-ganging and of buying substitutes, which now exist at the lower levels, must
immediately be banned and replaced by widespread and enthusiastic political
mobilization, which will make it easy to enlist millions of men. We now have great
difficulties in raising money for the war, but once the people are mobilized, finances too
will cease to be a problem. Why should a country as large and populous as China suffer
from lack of funds? The army must become one with the people so that they see it as
their own army. Such an army will be invincible, and an imperialist power like Japan will
be no match for it.
Many people think that it is wrong methods that make for strained relations between
officers and men and between the army and the people, but I always tell them that it is a
question of basic attitude (or basic principle), of having respect for the soldiers and the
people. It is from this attitude that the various policies, methods and forms ensue. If we
depart from this attitude, then the policies, methods and forms will certainly be wrong,
and the relations between officers and men and between the army and the people are
bound to be unsatisfactory. Our three major principles for the army's political work are,
first, unity between officers and men; second, unity between the army and the people;
and third, the disintegration of the enemy forces. To apply these principles effectively, we
must start with this basic attitude of respect for the soldiers and the people, and of respect
for the human dignity of prisoners of war once they have laid down their arms. Those
who take all this as a technical matter and not one of basic attitude are indeed wrong, and
they should correct their view….
In all our work we must persevere in the Anti-Japanese National United Front as the
general policy. For only with this policy can we persevere in the War of Resistance and in
protracted warfare, bring about a widespread and profound improvement in the relations
between officers and men and between the army and the people, arouse to the full the
initiative and enthusiasm of the entire army and the entire people in the fight for the
defense of all the territory still in our hands and for the recovery of what we have lost, and
so win final victory.
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This question of the political mobilization of the army and the people is indeed of the
greatest importance. We have dwelt on it at the risk of repetition precisely because victory
is impossible with out it. There are, of course, many other conditions indispensable to
victory, but political mobilization is the most fundamental. The Anti-Japanese National
United Front is a united front of the whole army and the whole people, it is certainly not
a united front merely of the headquarters and members of a few political parties; our basic
objective in initiating the Anti-Japanese National United Front is to mobilize the whole
army and the whole people to participate in it….

Source: Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Volume II. Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1967.
The complete lectures are available at http://www.marx2mao.com/Mao/PW38.html#s11.
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